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FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION 
WASHINGTON. D C  20463 

MEMORANDUM 

TO: LAWRENCE M. NOBLE 
GENERAL COUNSEL 

THROUGH: 
STAFF DIRECT0 

FROM: JOHN D. GIBSON 

REPORTS ANALYSIS DIVISION 

June 9, 2000 

SUBJECT: REFERRAL OF ARAB AMERICAN LEADERSHIP POLITICAL 
ACTION COMMITTEE 

This is a referral of Arab American Leadership Political Action Committee ("the 
Committee") for failure to file the 1999 Mid Year Report within thirty calendar days from 
the date of the Non-Filer Notice. According to the 1999-2000 RAD Review and Referral 
Procedures for Unauthorized Committees further examination is required by 
your office. 

This Committee was previously referred to your office on January 19, 2000 for 
failure to timely file its 1998 July Quarterly and Year End Reports (see RAD Referral 
00NF-1). 

This Committee was also referred on September 30, 1999 for a possible 2 U.S.C. 
On October 19, 1999, the §438(b) audit covering the 1997-1998 election cycle. 

Commission voted not to audit the Committee (see RAD Referral A99-77). 

If you have any questions regarding this matter, please contact Angel L. 
Williamson at 694-1 130. 

Attachment 
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REPORTS ANALYSIS REFERRAL 

TO 

111. 

OFFICE OF GENERAL COUNSEL. 

ANALYST: Angel L. Williamson 

COMMITTEE: Arab American Leadership Politicai Action Committee 

James Joseph Zogby, Treasurer 
918 16'h Street, NW, Suite 501 
Washington, DC 20006* 

(C00194225) 

RELEVANT STATUTE: 2 U.S.C. §434(a)(4)(A)(iv) 
11 CFR §104.5(c)(2)(i)(A) 

BACKGROUND: 

Failure to Timely File the 1999 Mid-Year Report 

The Arab American Leadership Political Action Committee ("the 
Committee") failed to timely file the 1999 Mid-Year Report of Receipts and 
Disbursements covering the period from January 1, 1999 to June 30, 1999. On 
December 30, 1998 and June 25, 1999, Prior Notices were sent to the Committee 
informing it that the 1999 Mid-Year Report was due on July 31, 1999 (Attachment 
2). A Non-Filer Notice was sent to the Committee via mailgram on August 25, 
1999 (Attachment 3). 

The Reports Analysis Division ("RAD") analyst called Ethel Ellis, 
bookkeeper of the Committee, on September 22, 1999. The RAD analyst infonned 
Ms. Ellis that the Commission had not received the Committee's 1999 Mid-Year 
Report and the matter may be referred to the Office of General Counsel. Ms. Ellis 
stated that she was amending a11 of the Committee's reports and will file the 
missing report once she completes the amendments. The IPAD analyst advised Ms. 

'All of the reports and amendments received on November 18, 1999 reflect an address of 1600 K Street, NW, Suite 
501, Washington, DC, 20006; however, no official request for an address change has been received. 
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Ellis to file the missing report as soon as possible and to amend at a later date, if 
necessary. Ms. Ellis said she would submit the missing report on Thursday, 
September 23, 1999 (Attachment 4). 

The RAD analyst called Ms. Ellis a second time on November 3, 1999 and 
informed her that the Commission had still not received the Committee’s 1999 
Mid-Year Report and the matter may be referred to the Office of General Counsel. 
Ms. Ellis stated that she was busy with other work responsibilities but would 
personally deliver the missing and amended reports on Monday, November 8, 1999 
(Attachment 5). 

The RAD analyst called Ms. Ellis a third time on November 10, 1999 
regarding the failure to file the 1999 Mid-Year Report. Ms. Ellis stated that she 
wanted to meet with the RAD analyst because she had questions relevant to the 
conrpletion of the Committee’s reports. Ms. Ellis and the RAD analyst agreed to 
meet on Monday, November 15, 1999 at 10:30am (Attachment 6). 

The RAD analyst met with Ms. Ellis on November 15, 1999. Ms. Ellis and 
the RAD analyst discussed the Committee’s filings. At the end of the meeting, 
Ms. Ellis stated that she would file the 1999 Mid-Year Report and amended 1998 
reports on Thursday, November 18,1999 (Attachment 7). 

The Committee filed a report on November 18, 1999 covering the 1999 
Mid-Year reporting period (Attachment 8). 



ARAB AMERICAN LEADERSHIP POLITICAL ACTION CORHIlTEE 
' DNHECJED ORGANIZATION: NIA 
i 1999 R I D - Y E A R  REPORT 165 

NOTICE OF FAILURE TO FILE 
YEAR-END 7,460 

APRIL QUARTERLY - AHENDHENT 11.800 
1 2000 APRIL QUARTERLY 11.800 

I D  KOD194225 WON-PARTY QUALIFIED 

6.356 lJAH99 -3QJUN99 5 QDFEC/491126RS - 
T.819 1JUL99 -3lDEC89 6 20FEC1504l2658 

5,000 1JAN00 -31HAR00 7 20FEC/549/3744 

lJAN99 -3OJUN99 2 BQFEC/47'J/3436. 

5.000 IJANOO -JI~AROO 7 2 0 ~ ~ c m 4 / 1 7 2 ~  

TOTAL 19.425 0 18.275 0 27 TOTAL PAGES . 

. .  
~~ 

.. . . . .  , ..: 
. ~~ ... 
. .  .~, .. 
.. . 

No reports covering the 1999-2000 election cycle have been reviewed 

Cash on hand as of 3/31/00: 
Debts owed to committee: $0.00 
Debts owed by the committee: 

$19,238.25 

$610.44 
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FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION 
~ ~~~ ~~ ~~ ~- 

PARTIES AND PACS December 30,1998 

WHO MUST FILE 
Party Committees and PACs (Nonconnected Committees and Separate Segregated Funds) must 
file a Year-End Report. 

QUARTERLY AND MONTHLY FILERS 
PUEG./CERT. 
r n L H N 6 ;  FILING 

R E P O R T R E P O R T l N G O D  * E 
Y ear-End 11/24/98 - 12/31/98 0113 1/99 01 /3 1/99 

LABEL 
Committees should affix the peel-off label from the envelope to line 1 of the report. Corrections 
should be made on the label. 

CWAR’GE IR’ FILING FREQUENCY 
Committees wishing to change their reporting schedule (for example, from monthly to quarterly) 
must notify the Commission in writing when they file their next report due under their current 
reporting schedule. Committees may change their filing frequencies no more than once per 
calendar year. 

ELECTRONIC FILING 
Political committees have the option of filing electronically. I f  you are interested in this option, 
review the enclosed handout entitled “Electronic Filing of Disclosure Reports,” and call the Data 
Division at (800) 424-9530 or (202) 694-1250. 

CORfPLIANCE 
Treasurers of political committees are responsible for filing all reports on time. Failure to do SO 

is subject to enforcement action. Committees filing illegible reports or using non-FEC foms 
(except for FEC approved computer generated forms) will be required to refile. 

*These dates indicate the beginning and the end of the reporting period. A reporting period 
alivays begins the day after the closing date of the last report filed. If the committee is new and 
has not previously filed a report, the first report must cover all activity that occurred before the 
committee registered. 

** Reports sent by registered or certified mail must be postmarked by the mailing date; 
otherwise, they must be received by the filing date. 

(over) 



PARTIES AND PACS Year-End 
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MAILING FILING 

Mid-Year 01/01/99 - 06/30/99 0713 1/99 0713 1/99 
Year-End 07/01/99 - 12/31/99 01 13 1 100 0113 1/00 

ING B I O D  * DATE** 

11. MONTHLY FILEM 
REG./CEWT. 

ItEFQKL 
February 
March 
April 

June 
July 
August 
September 
October 
November 
December 
Year-End 

May 

W L H N G  FILING 

01/01/99 - 01/31/99 02/20/99 02t20199 
02/01/99 - 02/28/99 03/20/99 03l20199 
03/01/99 - 03/31/99 04/20/99 04/20/99 
04/01/99 - 04/30/99 :05/20/99 05/20/99 
05/01/99 - 05/31/99 06/20/99 06/20/99 
06/01/99 - 06/30/99 07/20/99 07/20/99 
07/01/99 - 07/31/99 08/20/99 08/20/99 
08/01/99 - 68/31/99 09ILOl99 09/20/99 
09/01/99 - 09/30/99 1 0/20/99 10120/99 
10/01/99 - 10/31/99 11/20/99 1 1120199 
11/01/99 .. 11/30/99 12/20/99 12/20/99 
12/01/99 - 12/31/99 0113 1 100 0 I13 1/00 

R E H ' O R T I N G D "  DAW,** DATE 

'These dates indicate the beginning and the end of the reporting period. A reporting period 
allvays begins the day after the closing date of the last report filed. If the committee is new and 
has not previously filed a report, the first report must cover all activity that occurred before the 
committee registered. 

** Reports sent by registered or certified mail must be postmarked by the mailing date; 
othenvise, they must be received by the filing date. 

FOR INFQRhIATIQN, CALL: (800) 424-9530 or (202) 694-1100 
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FEDERAL ELECTION CQMMISSICIN 

PARTIES AND PAC§ June 25,1999 

WHO MUST FILE 
All Party Committees and PACs (Nonconnected Committees and Separate Segregated Funds) 
must file either a mid-year or monthly report in July. 

1. Quarterly Filers 
PUEGJCERT. 
hlAHLKNG FILING 

Mid-Year 01/01/99 - 06/30/99 0713 1/99 09/31/99 
ORT DATE** DATE 

w -  

11. RIonthl! Filers 

REGKERT. 
RWLIINC FILIN6 

REPORT m Y G P m O D  DATE D U E  
July hlonthly 06101f99 - 06f30199 07/20/99 07120/99 

21 HOUR REPORT OS INDEPENDEKT EXPElaDiTURES 
Any Party Committee or PAC that makes independent expenditures in connection with a special 
election may have to file a 24 hour report. This reporting requirement will be triggered if the 
committee makes independent expenditures aggregating 81,000 or more afier the 20th day, but 
more than 24 hours, before the day of the election. This report is not required when a Party 
Conunittee :); PAC makes a contribution directly to a candidate. 

* ** 

L.4BEL 
Committees should affix the peel-off label fkom the envelope to line 1 of the report. Corrections 
should be n x l e  on the label. 

*These dates indicate the beginning and the end of the reporting period. A reporting period 
ahvays begins the day after the closing date of the last report filed. If the committee is new and 
has not previously filed a report, the first report must cover all activity that occurred before the 
committee registered. 

** Reports sent by registered or certified mail must be postmarked by the mailing date; 
othenvise, they must be received by the filing date. 

(over) 
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CHAKGE IN FILING UENCY Attachment t 2  

Committees wishing to om monthly to Page # 4 of 4 
semiannual) must notify the Comrnission in writing when they file their next report due under 
their current reporting schedule. Committees may change their filing fiequencies no more than 
once per calendar year. 

their reporting schedule (for exam 

ELECTRONIC FILING 
Political committees have the option of filing electronically. lfyou are interested in this option, 
review the enclosed handout entitled “Electronic Filing of Disclosure Repofrs,” and call the Data 
Division at (800) 424-9530 or (202) 694-1250. 

COI\IPLI.IUVCE 
Treasurers ofpolitical committees are responsible for filing all repons on time. Failure to do SO 

is subject to enforcement action. Committees filing illegible reports or using non-FEC forms 
(except for FEC approved computer generated forms) will be required to refile. 

FOR ISFOkdIATION, CALL: (800) 424-9530 or (202) 694-1100 
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M E S T E R N  U N I O N  GOHMERCXAL SERWICIES 
C O H F I R # A ? I O N  OF M A I L G R A M  VQZJAHES JOSEPH LOGBV 

ARB8 ACIERXCAN LEADERSHBP PAC 
918 l6fH $7 HW STE BOB 
YBSHI t tGfOM DC 20006-29QZ 

F E D E R A L  E L E C T I O N  COP4kiffSIOW 
SHAWN WERYH 
999  E ST. NW. 
M A S H l N G T O N  DC 204630001 

AUGUST 259 1 9 9 9  

1 D E W T I F I C A T I O N  NUMBER2 tOOl9422S 

R E F E R E N C E :  M I O - Y E A R  R E P O R T  U61/81/1999 0 06138189991 

D E A R  TREASURER:  

I T  HhS COME T O  THS A t T E N ? l O h  OF ? W E  F E D E R A L  E L E C T I O N  
CDWYISSICV T H A T  Y O U  M A Y  H A V E  F A I L E D  TO F I L E  ?HE ABOVE R E F E R E N C E D  
R E P O R T  OF R E C C l P T S  AND E X P E N D I T U R E S  A S  R E Q U I R E D  BY T H E  F E D E R A L  
E L E C T I q K  C A M P A I G N  A C T 8  A S  AMENDED. YOU WERE P R E W t Q U S k Y  N O T I F X S O  OF 
?HE DUE D A T E  FOR T H I S  R E P Q R V e  

I ?  IS I H P ! I U T A W  T H A T  YOU F I L E  YWlS REPORT 1 # M E D B B T E L Y  WITH T H E  
F E D E R A L  E L E C T I O N  CBMMISSIOhr 999 E S T R E E T e  N c Y e r  U A S H I N G ~ O N I  D.C.* 

F I L E D  W I T H  T H E  SECRETARY O F  S T A T E  QR EQUSWALENT S T A T E  O F F I C E R 0  
2 0 4 6 3 .  A C O P Y  OF THE R E P O R T  OR RELEVANT P o R T I n N s  SHOULD ALSO BE 

ALT"3UGH ?HE COUHlSSxflh' MAY :dOB'IBVE AN A L l D P Y  OR B E t A h  
ENFORCEMENT A C T I O N  CONCERHSNG THIS M A T T E R 8  YOUR PROHPT R E S P O N S E  AND 
A L E T T E R  OF E X P L A N A T I O N  M I L L  B E  PAKEN I N T O  C O N S I D E R A V I B N o  

I F  YOU H A V E  ANY QUESPIONS REGPIRDlNG THIS RAT'IERo PLEASE 
C O N T A C T  DEBORAH A. C H A C O N d  ON OUR TOLL F R E E  MUPlBER (8081424-9538a  
OUR L O C A L  NUMBER IS (2821694-1130.  

S I N C E R E L Y #  

JOHN 0- GSBSON 
A S S I S T A Y T  S T A F F  D I R E C T O R  
R E P C R T S  4 4 A L Y S I S  DIVISION 
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TELECON 

BATE: September 22, 1999 

ANALYST: Debbie Chacona 

COMMITTEE: Arab American Leadership Political Action Committee 

The RAD analyst called Ethel Ellis, the bookkeeper for the Committee, and told her that 
the Commission had not received the 1998 July Quarterly, 1998 Year End and 1999 Mid- 
Year Reports and that the matter may be referred to the Qffice of General Counsel. Ms. 
Ellis stated that she was working on amending :I1 of the reports and was waiting to send 
in the missing reports since all of the figures will change as a result of the amendments. 
The analyst advised Ms. Ellis IO send in the missing reports as soon as possible and to 
amend at a later date if necessary. Ms. Ellis said she would send the missing reports 
tomorroiv. 
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TELECON 

DATE: November 3,1999 

ANALYST: Debbie Chacona 

COMMITTEE: Arab American Leadership Political Action Committee 

The RAD analyst called Ethel Ellis, the bookkeeper for the Committee, and told her that 
the Commission had still not received the 1998 July Quarterly, 1998 Year End and 1999 
Mid-Year Reports, and stated that this matter may be referred to the Office of General 
Counsel. Ethel stated that she was busy with other work responsibilities, but wouid come 
to the Commission on Monday, November 8, 1999 with the missing reports and 
amendments. 
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TELECON 

DATE: November IO, 1999 

ANALYST: Debbie Chacona 

COMMITTEE: 

The RAD analyst called Ethel Ellis, the bookkeeper for the Committee, and told her that 
the Commission had still not received the I998 July Quarterly, 1998 Year End and 1999 
Mid-Year Reports, and stated that this matter may be referred to the Office of General 
Counsel. Ethel stated that she would definitely come to the Commission on Monday, 
Xovember 15, 1999 to meet with the analyst. She said that she had questions that needed 
to be ans\vered before she could complete the missing reports. Ethel and the analyst 
agreed to meet on Monday, November 15,1999 at 10:30 am. 

Arab American Leadership Political Action Committee 
0 -  * *  
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MEETING 

DATE: November 15,1999 

ANALYST: Debbie Chacona 

COMMITTEE: 

MEETING WITH: Ethel Ellis 

Arab American Leadership Political Action Committee 
* *  

The RAD analyst met with Ms. Ellis, the bookkeeper for the Committee. She stated that 
she was working on the past due 1998 July Quarterly Report and discovered that the 
previous bookkeeper disclosed the activity for that period in the 1998 October Quarterly 
reporting period. She said that she was in the process of putting together the 1998 July 
Quarterly Report and would have it completed by Thursday. In addition, Ms. Ellis stated 
that the Committee filed the 1998 Year End Report and showed a copy of this rerort to 
the RAD analyst. The RAD anaIyst informed her that the Commission never received 
this original filing, but did receive two amended 1998 Year End filings. The RAD 
analyst put the 1998 Year End filing on the public record, Ms. Ellis stated that she would 
be filing amended reports along with the 1998 July Quarterly and 1999 Mid-Year Reports 
on Thursday of this week. 
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